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REVIEWS AND NOTES. 



CASUALTY ACTUARIAL AND STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF 

AMERICA. 

On November 7, 1914, the first organization meeting of the Casualty- 
Actuarial and Statistical Society of America was held at the City Club 
in New York City. Arrangements were made for founding a Society 
to study the statistical and actuarial science of casualty and social insurance. 
The following officers were elected: 

Officees and Council. 

President I. M. Rubinow* 

Benedict D. Flynn* 



Vice-Presidents , , rT , , „, 

Albebt H. Mowbbay* 

Secretary-Treasurer Claude E. Scattergood* 

Librarian-Editor Winfield W. Greene* 

Other Members of Council 

Term Expires. 

James D. Ceaig 1915 

R. K. Oee 1915 

Feedebick L. Hoffman 1916 

Albert W. Whitney 1916 

At the first dinner of the Society, informal addresses were made on the 
various aspects of casualty and social insurance. The first number of 
the proceedings of the Society contained the articles entitled "Scientific 
Method of Computing Compensation Rates," by I. M. Rubinow, and 
"Valuation of the Death Benefits Provided by the New York Compensation 
Law," by W. W. Greene and a collection of reviews and notes which in- 
cluded an extensive bibliography of current literature on the foundations 
of casualty and social insurance. 

The second volume of the proceedings was devoted to a discussion of 
the immediate problems facing the Society and gave also a competent 
review of the subject of workmen's compensation reserves. 

The third number was devoted to a presidential address by Dr. Rubinow 
on schedule rating and to a number of papers on the same subject by 
fellows of the Society. 

The fourth number of the proceedings contained an index of the first 
volume and articles of general statistical interest as follows: 

The Classification of Industries for Workmen's Compensation Insurance, 
by E. H. Downey. 

Note on the Application of Recent Mathematical-Statistical Methods 
to Coal Mine Accidents, by Arne Fisher. 

A New Graphic Method of Using the Normal Probability Curve, by 
Buckner Speed. 

♦Members of council, ex-ofliciis. 
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The fifth meeting of the Society was held in New York City on February 
25 and 26, 1916, and the following papers were read and discussed: 

Mortality from External Causes among Industrial Policyholders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 1911-1914, Louis I. Dublin. 

Work of the Bureau of Accident and Health Statistics, Benedict D. Flynn. 

Cost Accounting in Casualty Insurance, Claude E. Scattergood. 

Compensation Cost of Industrial Diseases, James D. Maddrill. 

Statistics necessary for Computing Compensation Rates, Edward 
Olifiers. 

American Methods of Compensating Permanent Partial Disabilities, 
I. M. Rubinow. 

Since the initial meeting of the Society the following changes have 
occurred in the membership of the Council: Richard Fondiller was elected 
Editor-Librarian and Messrs. Harwood E. Ryan and Joseph H. Woodward 
succeeded the retiring members of the Council whose terms expired in 1915. 

Examinations will be held for admission to associateship and fellowship 
in the Society during the first week in May, 1916. 

The Society's committee on workmen's compensation statistics has 
published a classification of industries for general use in the compilation 
of industrial accident and compensation cost statistics. The classifica- 
tion appears in the November, 1915, number of the Monthly Review of 
the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. This committee has 
under advisement for early publication a classification of accidents by 
cause and nature. 

E. W. Kopf. 



MEDICAL STATISTICS IN ENGLAND. 

The organization of the Medical Research Committee in connection with 
National Health Insurance in the United Kingdom is, perhaps, the most 
important enterprise in British medical statistics since the establishment of 
the statistical department of the British Army in 1858. 

Under the National Insurance Act of 1911 a fund of £55,000 became 
available for the use of the Committee. Researches are conducted in 
several departments of the Committee. The one on statistics is directed 
by Dr. John Brownlee. Some of the papers prepared and published by the 
department in the first year of the Committee's work are: 

"Investigations into the Periodicity of Infectious Diseases." Public 
Health, March, 1915. 

"Four Studies in the Meaning and Relationships of Birth and Death 
Rates." Journal of Hygiene, Vol. XV, No. 1, July 30, 1915. 

"Historical Note on Farr's Theory of Epidemics." British Medical 
Journal, Aug. 14, 1915. 

After the beginning of the war the Committee offered their resources to 
the War Office. The statistical department is now conducting the com- 
pilation of the sickness statistics of the Home and Expeditionary forces. 
Arrangements for transcribing the records of the military hospitals have 



